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ALTAR WORKERS MANUAL

For

THE PRAYER TEAM MINISTRY

Those who serve on the Prayer Team Ministry must be invited by the Pastor or Associate Pastor to do so. They must also complete the training contained in this manual  which will be taught by a leader appointed by the Pastor. In addition, anyone who completes this training and is asked to serve must abide by the guidelines and principles set forth in this manual. Failure to do so will result in removal from the Prayer Team Ministry.

Guidelines and Principles:

1. Realize the serious nature of what is happening when someone responds to an altar call.

2. Realize that the enemy and human flesh are interested in subverting what the Holy Spirit is doing during an altar call.

Some of  the ways he subverts:

A. Drain time and energy of workers (people who always respond but never receive).

B. Divert attention of others by extreme manifestations.

C. Unauthorized people praying for others causes problems.

*Creates insecurity among the people.

*Allows the flow to be disturbed. People will not   

  come forward if they fear wrong people laying 

  hands on them.

*We are to “know” them that labor among us.

*Can possibly lead to “impartations” that are 

  damaging.

*Can result in “words” being given that are 

  destructive instead of constructive.

*Shows disrespect for God’s order of authority.

3. Always ask the person for permission to pray for them.

4. Allow people the liberty to pray alone in the altar if they desire to do so.

5. Always be spiritually prepared to minister.

A. The altar worker should be in unity with those in authority over them.

B. The altar worker should be living a life above reproach.

C. The altar worker should be feeding personally on the word of God.

D. The altar worker should be filled and led by the Holy Spirit.    

E. The altar worker should be in submission to the desires of the person who has ministered unless it conflicts with direction received from the pastor.

F. The altar worker should never argue or debate with anyone in the altar area.

G. The altar worker should demonstrate respect for those in authority over them. If asked to do something, know that there is a good reason to do it.

6. Remove people to the prayer room who need salvation, deliverance, or who are becoming a disturbance to the public service.

7. Always seek the direction of those over you if a situation arises with which you are not prepared to handle.

8. Always wear your “identification badge”. This is what will allow people to know that you have been authorized by the Church to minister to people.

9. You must know how to lead someone to salvation or recommitment.

10.You must know how to handle a situation in which 

     deliverance is needed.

11. You must know how to pray for someone to be filled  

      with the Holy Spirit.

12.  You need to learn when “not” to pray for someone.

13.  Obtain information that will be needed for follow-up.

14.  Be physically ready.

a. Fresh breath and mints

b. No body odor 

c. Be neat, clean and well groomed.

d. Appropriate dress

e.  Speak pleasantly and smile.

15.  Don’t act “spooky”.

16.  Don’t be shocked by what you are told or what you see.

17.  Men minister to men. Women minister to women. The only exception to this is the prerogative of the pastor and elders. Do not lay hands on anyone in an inappropriate way.

18.  Don’t give advice or counsel outside spiritual areas. You are a prayer team member not a lawyer or professional counselor.

19. Without interrogating a person, ascertain what their need is.

20.  Always treat each person with respect and love. Do  

      not be overly “mushy”.                 

21. Give the person your undivided attention. Realize this is not a time for a life history to be given you. Keep the conversational part of the ministry as brief as possible.

22. Always point them to Jesus. He is the Savior, Healer, and Deliverer.

23. Don’t preach---pray!

24. Don’t share your problems. This adds more weight to their burden and draws their attention to you instead of Jesus.

25. The goal is prayer and ministry that will honor Jesus.

26.You are to be the leader in the conservation. If a 

     friend accompanies the person you are praying with, 

     do not let them take over the situation. The person has  

     come forward to be helped by the church—help them.  

27. You will be blessed for allowing the Holy Spirit to 

       use you.
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